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personal intercourse. We hope soon to give in this Review a more 
detailed description of this northern tribe, as the late Rev. Samuel 
Lyde has presented their religion and their customs in his posthumous 
work. Part Fourth of Mr. Wortabet's volume treats of the Protestant 
Church in Syria, what it has done and what it hopes to do. Mr. 
"Wortabet, of course, differs widely from M. Poujade in his estimate of 
the service wrought by the Protestant missionaries. He is a zealous 
convert. Yet he is moderate in his expectations, and states his case 
fairly. His book is a good one, so far as it goes. 



4. — The Wits and Beaux of Society. By Grace and Philip Whar- 
ton. With Illustrations from Drawings by H. K. Browne and 
James Godwin. Engraved by the Brothers Dalziel. New York : 
Harper and Brothers. 1861. 12mo. pp. 481. 

This new volume of fashionable and frivolous life has a taking title, 
but is nevertheless very indifferently executed. None of the sketches 
are above mediocrity, and some of them, as, for instance, that of Beau 
Brummel, are positively silly. The compilers of the book lack equally 
skill in description and insight into character. They fail to apprehend 
the best points in the lives of their heroes, and their fragmentary and 
superficial notices leave in no instance a complete picture. The longest 
sketches, those of Horace Walpole and Richard Brinsley Sheridan, are 
the best ; but these are not so good as many familiar sketches of Wal- 
pole and Sheridan, and add nothing whatever to our information con- 
cerning those famous wits and gentlemen. Where the subjects are 
comparatively new, as in the case of Beau Nash, Philip, Duke of 
Wharton, George Selwyn, and Bubb Doddington, we have nothing but 
platitudes. It requires more patience to get through this book of light 
gossip than through a volume of Patent Reports, or a treatise on the 
Law of Real Property. The stories that ought to be entertaining be- 
come tiresome, told so unskilfully. 

The compilers evidently expect that their work will be popular, and 
will be received with the same favor as their previous work on the 
" Queens of Society." They find such characters as Nash, Scarron, 
and Doddington fascinating to themselves, and infer that they will be 
" interesting to the majority of English readers." They claim to bring 
forward authentic facts, to supply " table traits," and to make " life-like 
portraitures." But the verdict of most intelligent readers will be, we 
imagine, that, if such portraits are " life-like," the lives were not worth 
the record. Books like this have the merit neither of instruction nor of 
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amusement. They are as dull as they are unedifying, as easy to write 
as they are hard to read. One merit, however, the volume before us 
has, — it does not apologize for iniquities or gross vices, nor does it set 
forth the sins of its heroes as titles to honor. It spares us, too, those 
vulgar and revolting scenes which we might expect in the account of 
such lives. It may be, partly, this regard for decency which makes the 
book so dull. 



5. — Hopes and Fears ; or, Scenes from the Life of a Spinster. By 
the Author of " The Heir of Redcliffe," " Heartsease," etc. In two 
Volumes. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1861. 

We suspect that Miss Yonge's last novel is somewhat autobiograph- 
ical. At all events, the union of a chivalrous sense of honor with a 
keen perception of the ludicrous, and of dainty literary tastes with 
strictly High-Church principles, and the fondness alike for practical 
duties and errant fancies, seem as essential to the character of the author 
of " Hopes and Fears " as to that of the heroine. Novel-readers will 
find this less interesting than most of Miss Yonge's previous books. 
There are furnished for their delight no shipwrecks, no revolutions, no 
conflagrations, no romantic love-affairs, no drownings, and no dangerous 
accidents. They will find the story full, however, of the same quiet 
humor and the same high moral principle, though not superior in these 
respects to its modest little predecessor, " The Friarswood Post-Office." 
Peculiar to the book are sturdy attacks on liquor-selling and on Unitari- 
anism, — together with some new theories of education, the results of the 
hopes and fears of her heroine for the children whom she instructs. Of 
these children the two who are under her exclusive training turn out 
very much worse than the two who have the additional advantage of a 
Unitarian governess. Two explanations of this are given. In the first 
place, too much romance was mixed with their religious food, and what 
was sentimental and beautiful was taught them in place of what was 
true. Hence both the children concluded that religion was all romance 
and sentimentality. One rejected it boldly and recklessly ; the other 
accepted it as something that it was pretty to talk about and play with, 
but soon ceased to try to live by it. We see here how easily relig- 
ious precocity passes into hypocrisy, and we are taught by " Hopes 
and Fears," as we were by " The Castle Builders," that no religious 
feelings which are not natural can be real. The second cause assigned 
for the failure of Miss Charlecote's fondest hopes is, that, in assuming 
the charge of two orphan children, who had been committed to her care 
by her former lover, their father, and whose relatives could not give 



